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  Dr. Jonathan E. Fielding, Director of Public Health and Health Officer provided the 
Board with an update on the progress of convening a Business and Health Advisory 
Task Force on Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) as detailed in the attached 
report dated May 27, 2003. 
 
  Barry Sedlik, representing the World Trade Center Association and Los Angeles 
Economic Development Corporation, Masahara Kohno, Consulate General of Japan, 
Zhong Jianhua, Consulate General of China, Curtis C. Jung, representing the 
Asian Business League of Southern California and Vincent Lee, representing the 
American Restaurant Management Association addressed the Board. 
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Director of Public Health and

SUBJECT: BUSINESS AND HEALTH ADVISORY TASK FORCE ON SARS

This is a report on our progress to date in responding to your Board's motion of April 29, 2003
instructing the Director and Chief Medical Officer and the Director of Public Health and Health
Officer to convene a Business and Health Advisory Task Force on SARS. Due to the urgency of
the issue an initial group was convened following the guidelines defined by your Board and with
substantial assistance from the County's Office of Small Business and the others (see attached).
An initial meeting of this group was held on Monday, May 19, 2003 with the goal of getting
preliminary thoughts and working to expand the membership of the group to form the Task
Force.

During this initial meeting, the group recommended that a subcommittee with a specific task
should be formed. We were informed by various members of the group representing the Asian-
Pacific Islander business community, service organizations and media that a significant segment
of the Asian-Pacific Islander community relies on news directly from their countries of origin by
satellite TV and radio broadcasts and even print media, and are therefore not aware of the limited
number of cases of SARS that have been identified here in Los Angeles County. That has led to
a substantial fear of leaving the perceived safety of their homes to pursue their usual business,
marketing or entertainment activities. This has had a severe impact on business activity in the
community, and surprisingly, even some hospitals are reporting a substantial decrease in
emergency room activity and inpatient census.
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The group recommended that we approach the editorial leadership of the Asian-Pacific Islander
Press and Media and attempt to convince them to feature the positive aspects of the current
limited invasion of SARS in Los Angeles County and the United States. The subcommittee
when formed will have the task of advising us on the best means of contacting the appropriate
leadership in the media and on how best to structure the messages we want to convey.

In the meantime we will continue to expand the Task Force membership based on input from
Board offices and concerned stakeholders. Once the fully formed subcommittee has completed
its work we will reconvene the entire Task Force to address any other issues. We anticipate the
duration of the Task Force not to extend beyond July 31,2003

Although the Task Force must finalize its work plan, we envision its tasks to include providing
advice regarding ways to: (1) maximize the information available to the public regarding SARS
to reduce anxiety and fear; (2) work with healthcare providers to assure that information is
available in a timely manner; and (3) increase dialogue regarding SARS with the media, business
and community groups. The Task Force is being staffed through the Public Health Medical
Director's office. We estimate that to date approximately 35 hours of staff time have been
dedicated to this project.

Also attached to this report also is the current U.S., State and local data regarding the number of
SARS cases that have been identified as of May 23,2003. Los Angeles County now includes
four children less than 10 years of age and three persons over 70 years of age. The average age is
36 with a range of2 to 78. We have posted SARS infonnation on our web site and have
provided links to the federal Centers for Disease Prevention and Control. We have sent letters to
each of the 30,000 licensed physicians in Los Angeles County and to every hospital in the
County about the need for increased vigilance, appropriate isolation techniques, and the need for
immediate reporting of possible cases to DHS. Infonnation is also readily available to county
residents on our hotline.

We have been responding to the press on a daily basis. Our medical epidemiologists have also
conducted dozens of educational sessions for local hospital staffs and our SPA staff have
responded to town hall meetings and other community requests for information and

presentations.

We will report to you again when the subcommittee has met and developed a plan for
consideration by the Task Force. If you have questions or need additional information, please let
either of us know.

TLG/JEF:jh
tgjfesO52703SARSTASK. TLG

Attachments

c: Chief Administrative Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors



~~
rIJ 

I..
~

 
Q

.~
 ~
,~~

 
rIJ

00 
=

.c&
j

,.,.
--=

00
~

~
=

<
c.-oo
Q

-
-~e 

8
8 

e
"t"O
=

 
=

Q
.~

~
oo

~
 "~

 
Q

--~ 
=

~
I..

=
 .-

<
 ~

rIJ ~
Q

~
~

 
~

c.--
Q

 
=~

.r;.<
=

 
~

=
 

I..
Q

 
~

u t00

rIl
,.,.
=~C

o
o~~""f~~-~o~,.,.
°a~

~In~Q
'II

M
"';

...;~
Q

,""
'- 

Q
~

0 
Q

'I...;

't=
<

M
~

 
.9

U
..~

...;..0 
,-.

---~
 

~
~

~
""",-rI}..Q

(oJ
-.;..0 

~
 

~
 

.
rI} 

-~
 

~
~

.. 
~

 
=

 
-

..=
 

~
Z

Q
~

 
..=

 
(oJ

~
 

e 
<

 
~

 
,,;

~
:9r1}:=

-=
~

'"'" 
0 

e~
=

 
-~

..
.s~

 
~

~
=

-=
 

..t-- 
~

 
0

~
~

~
~

.;..o
=

 
~

 '" 
-=

=
1§~

;
.-=

,s-c-=
=

~
~

~
.

~
 

~
 

I
rI) 

~
 

.;..0 
Q

 
..

~
...~

lnrl}
~

 
~

M
rI}

~
 

'- 
~

~
(oJ.;..o~

'-
~

=
oo...;~

...Q
~

M
~

~
~

ei,;::
~

 
~

 
..

..00 
=

..Q
 

~

.; 
=

 
.~

 
e 

e
-=

~
~

=
~

u 
.Z

Z
 

~
~

 
=

...; 
0

~
-=

Q
,

~~~

~~z zb~E
--

<N~~~0 z0~H-<~0~~HU-<HZ0u

'"=
'

~u~ci~
l

u~
 .~

 
~

~
 

.c~

r---

~
O

'I
'"

I
0(""1.: ~
Q

) 
M

~
 

Q
)

.D

..S~
 

=
'

~
Z

"0 
Q

)
"0 

=
<

I: 
0

-..=
Q

.
~

 
Q

)

S
"a)

~
~

~~0.S
!0.'
~

 
!

~
!

-'I:;!
81

~
I '"I..0'".~0-

~~"""'
0]0~~0u'"Q

)

inc-<'"0,..J

N"a~~~~-.; ononQ
)

Q.00~~-~Sr/J
'+

-.
0Q

)
()

~t+
-'

'(:t;.
Q~0uonQ

)

iQ<on

.3 ----C
"'") 

C
"'")

N
 

N
O

~
O

C
JI.O

N
=

N
C

"'")-C
"'")

N
~

N
C

"'")~
C

"'")
M

 
..=

~
M

"O
M

~
Q

)~
Q

)
..c 

..c
;.,; 8 

;.,; 8
'" 

::3 '" 
::31

ezez
-o~

-o~
-o~

-o~
<

0<
0

--=
--=

.-Q
,.- 

Q
~

Q
)~

Q
)

8~
8"Q

)
~

~
U

J~

Q
)

u2~~=~~N

cncn
Q

)
=om=~--;sr.I)

'+
.-

0Q
)

u!..=
:

~0
I

~=0ucn
Q

)

'"a)
bl)
=<
cn0

..J10."
0ue:a

I""

Q~tI')
'-'~~rA

'
Q

)

i~uca

]~
Q

)

>
- =0.~.='"

'S~<-;
I 

U:-a~~
,-

~
: 

~'::I:

.~:g~~::I:

bgu'"~in~'"0~ I'" 
'"

::s 
=

!
.~

~
 

u

u .O
r) 

~
"

.$ 
0 

~
 

t"--,
000-

1
uoou;t"--
O

O
O

~
O

'I
.I::-:f-"O

O
O

@
N

 
@

O
'I

",('f")G
)(""\

G
)---

]N
~

N
.I:: ..8 

..
U

 
100. 

0. 
100.

:>
-G

) 
~

G
)

~
 

-,,0: 
..S

 
..s

I

~
::s 

~
::s

~
Z

~
Z

"O
G

)~
G

)
~

c~
c

<
.,8<

.,8
:0;:=

 c. 
~

 
Q

.'
C

d 
G

) 
C

d 
G

)

I
S

"'a)S
"'a)

~
f--~

~~ ~Q
)

'E0g~~
Q

)~

~0...
~~~uQ

)

~C
o.

=0"~.t;J

"a~<~u:eC
l)

~~
C

l)

::I:
"~:0~P

o.
~:::I:
iC~~0u'"C

l)

10=-<'"3

e
C

'-I
-C

'-I

~Q
)

I

I

r,; 
s

'" 
:;

~
z

~
 

Q
)

<
 

§
1

-..=
 

.~
 

.'Ii;

I:I.J 
Q

)

r--

"" Q:.au~0Q
)

d ~~c.r/1

~Q
)

z>
-

:-=~0~E
-;

01:
=r;5

~
~0c.

~

II}=~C
.J

.$;:;;;
°0'1

8r-
c,jo

-=
"'1-

"O
N

@
("'i
>

.-
I

~
~

~
 

M
"0 

Q
)

"0..0
..S
~

 :s
Q

)Z
.e 

Q
)I

"0 
=

<
1:; 

0
--=
.-0~

 
Q

)
S

"'Q
)

~
~

\0 ~~Q
)

'"'"~~~~.~0

I 

-
! e-=0u

Q
)

C
I1

~Q
)

-S
 .~

"t; 
01

Q
) 

Q
)

~
:c

Q
 

~Q
:c 

'2
=

 
=

~
 

S
~

 
S

~
 

0
oub2.
c 

=
=

 
Q

0<
u, CI1 

Q
)

Q
) 

-..c

~
u

c't:;
<

 
=

C
I1 

C
o

3~

1=
-

000
~

~
000

0

-=("'-1~
oo

("'-I\0

...("'-I

I
~\O 

~
 

..

=
 

I-.Q)

0..0

..S~
 

:s
I

~
z 

"0 
Q)

"0 
=

<
]:: 

0.

~ 
Q)

S
"a)

w
~

I:'--

]--sQ
)

:;(.:I
=~0

Q
)

()I..Q
)

§0UtI..0I..Q
)

S~..QU~I..

S~,.q
~

0~
I

II 

..~~
..0

..S'" 
=

'
~

z
~

 
~

~
 

I:
<

 
0

:=
 -§.I

~
 

~
I

S
v

~
~

0010.; 00

.~...
..cU ~G

)
u

G
)

U
._,

jl~
I

.sC
I1

=:au10.'
0...U~:8

~§"~Q

"§EE0u~~0~
I 

~0U~Q
)

"Q
)

00

~~0~10."

.9Q~0

~~
'" 

.
~

 
~

.u
~

 
.

u 
~

.$V
)-;~

Io'~
 

~
o

U
---~

r-
cn ,- 

~
..d0'l~

0'I
"C

 00 ~
,oo

~
\::=

J~
O

("f")~
("f")

..o_~
;::;

0 
N

 
U

 
'"

U
 

~
~

 
..~

 
..

10. 
0. 

10.
E

 
(1) 

U
 

(1)
.c 

.c
..S

 
..S

~
 

~
 

~
 

~
I

~
Z

~
Z

~
(1)~

(1)
~

c~
c

<
O

<
O

_..c_~
.-0 

P
~

 
(1) 

~
 

(1)

S
"'a)S

"'a)
J:IJf--U

J~

E
'.sr/)

'-"--c;
=uC

I)
~~~.-I..Q

)

"s~u0- on§.~(.)

"§§0Urn~0bs=
=0uonQ

)

ins=
<

I:
on0,..J

1=0
,.-~g~~0 

'"
8 

§
S

 '.g
O

.g
I 

=
.G

-:s
g §
u 

0
"'UQ

) 
-0Q

)
00 
=

.g
<

I: 
()

f/) 
~

0 .-
~

Q

! =
"0~~°0C

.I\O
oS

!"")
~

\O
~

N=
N

~
 

0'1
1

-=
N

=
 

\01
~

tn
~

 
~

~
:£

..S
I

'" 
=

~
Z

~~
 

Q
)

~
 

C
<

 
0..c

:-:=
 ~

~
 

Q
)

S
o

~
f--a~~~u..

tIj

"8.£:=
..=

tIj 
u~E

 
Q

)
Q

):I:
-5=
=

' 
Q

)
o~
~

~°c.-,
.G

-O
.-'""

r/J 
0

'"" 
Q

) 
U

;>
 

Q
)

.-'""
=

 
.-

~
~ =

1,0
-cO

r)
~

7.0

~
O

=
7

Ir- 
~

:'::-
"'N"=~ ..
-I...

~
~

..S
'" 

=
~

 Z
l

~
 

Q
)

~
 

Q
<

 
0

-~.-C~
 

Q
)

S
"'a)

~
~~~

~

"5~~~N-



~~
~

 
I..

~
 

=
.~

 
~

,~~
 

~
00 

=

.c~
---=

00
~

~
=

-<
~

oo
=

-
-~~

 e
e e
"t~=

 
=

Q
.~

~
oo

~
 "~ =

~
-~
f

=
 .-

-<
 ~

~
 

~
=

~
~

 
~

~
-=
 

=~
~

-<
=

 
~

=
 

I..
=

 
~

u 
't00

rI)
...=~Q

.
.-(,j
.-"t~~-~.-....a~

..='+
"'

"a~u:0=
'

Q
.. 

Q
)

u
C

/1S
:I: 

0

'9..=
~

;=
:.

§ ~
0:I:
U

'I;:!;
~

.s
"Q

)C
/1

bI>
 

~
,..:;Q

)
'" 0"=
...Ju

I 

~=~
I,o

C
o!('f"j

=
0

-:00
80'-:to
:2N
'0("").-.N
=

 ..I-.
0 

Q
)

-..0
1

~
 s

{/} ~

~
Z

'1:) 
Q

)
'1:) ~
<

 
0

--=
.-CcIj 

Q
)

S
'"a)

~
~~

~
I

O
L)

=.3cd
=~M--1

=0
"..=

I 
~

109'"'"

<~Q
)

'"0;>Q
)

=Q
) 

~
 

Q
)

..0
'" 

S
~

~
;.:=

'"
0 
'" 

~
=

 
0

o~
u"~ 

0
Q

) '"
=

 "...
;>

~
'"

u~ 60~00i\000
-~oN-I'--
~

o
60\1
000

C
Ii~

'tjc-'"1
~

 
Q

)
~

 
c=

<
I: 

0..c=
:;:0,.
~

 
Q

)
8~

~
~

~~~C
I)

.-~Q-.to

~0u..j0<
I:

N
O

~

~
~.,M

_100
~

r-
~

~
~

N<
I: 

i..;
Z

~(/) 
S

~
 Z

l
.e 

Q
)

~
 

=
<

1:]
~

 
0-

~
 

Q
)

E
"Q

)
I:IJf-o

(.)
'"

..=
 

~
'" 

(.)
Q

 ~
-~oC

/)

]~(.) 
(.)

C
/) ~

"2~
~

~=
 =

~
.g

"'z
~

oo
~0{) 

~
=

 
~

<
-§'" ~

.3 "61

~
I~

~~0-

S';iz'~
I

..c:'
..c0.=(/)

V
\
-

fJ)
fJ)
Q

)
=.-fJ)
fJ) 

fJ)
=

' 
Q

)
~

 
.S

-fJ)
-=

'
~

~
s-
~

-I ~
~

 S
"000
~

 
~

-0fJ) 
U

U
 

Q
)

~
 

M

'u 
0

~
 

S
~

 
~

,~
 

61:
.-0

i 
fJ) 

MI~
 

c...

01)

~uUE
--r"'!

~
o'\0

U
 

~@
)~

O
~

O
r"'!

5~(/) ~
U

..o
I

'. 
s

t/1 =
t/1z
~"C

 
Q

)
"1=

' =

<
..§

:0=
 

0-
~

 
Q

)
s~
~

E
--00§C

/)

.B
.00u~\0

s(")
oV

O
)

()(").N
~

 
I

N
()~~

~
~

O
@

 
~

 ]1

..s~
 

:I

~

z
e~
 

Q
)

~
 

=
<

 
0

---=
Q

.
~

 
Q

)
S

"a)
~

~

=0
cIS

].-"Q
)

~r---1

~
I
-U00
~

s0U000'1
~

O
O

0'1
-=

0'1
00 

I
~

.-;
\0

~
N

@
O

>
,.-;I

~
('i 
~

 
..

0) 
I..0),~

 
..c

..SC/1 
~

C
/1

z
e"0 

0)
"C

 
~

<
 

0
1

-~
~

~
 

0)

1
S

""Q
)

W
~

uuu~~
Q

)
~au

~~>
-~==~~Q

O
-

Is0ucE
-

o-
~

o=
9

~
o

.-00
'" 

,~
.,~"'!"'"\
@

-
O

N
-..'"' 

I-.

~
~..S'" 

.,

ez
~

 
0)

1
"0 

=

~
.g

~
 

0)
S

"Q
)

~

0'1 0~"0.~0 ():=-~~z:=~0~--,
-<].z0r--
~:E~:=

'
[J'1

a-t'")

s-0>
<

uo-
C

t'")
~

N
@

)~a-
~

~u('f")
~

-
.§'N
'0 

;..;1
000) ..0

..S'" 
=

"'

z
e~
 

0)
"0 

~
<

I: 
0

_..d
c.

~
 

0)
S

"'a)
W

~~
I §I

01.~
I

~
I

61 C
/}

~Q
)

zQ
)

C
/}

Q
)

a~--.<
I:

~~:=~0ps.-.=r/)

~

E
I

~

II

;,; 8
00 

=
'

d)Z
..a-d)'"" =
<

I: 
0

1
-..=
.-0-tIj 

d)

8-
~

~

c0N:0I0]~..§~-N

rI}

~za)rI}

§Q~...,

<~]0QS.-.d(/J

~

fI1 
0

I.. '...
0::=
fI1 

fI1

'E
 a

~
-

o,~
=

 'c
cn 

0~
0 

't;
"E

 
~

~
 

0-
0 

=
~

cnI 
.

o~c~6~
u 

c

:S
~ rn=I ~-<

:)

~
~rn~

O
~

..o~
@

..,f.
O

r-
00\
e ~

I
~

-
~

~rn 
C

IJ,E

..ern =
rnz
e

I

~
 

Q
)

~
 

=
<

I: 
0..=

:=
 

0-
~

 
Q

)
e~
~

f--

0-0~~00't:0)
~00NN

a)

'=
1N

=
(""\

a)Q
O

..0-
0 

I
cIj('f")
P

.IJ'"\

@
IJ'"\I

C
(""\ 

0- 
O

N

('f") ..
P

 <
.8

..sf/) 
::s

ez
"0 

a)
"0 

C

I
<

 
0

_..c
.-QcIj 

a)

S
"a)

~
~

0.~~]u~("f")
N ~u~

NNt)J)
~~0-

.£p..
o-p..
~

 e
...0-
O

J~
"8M
O

JO
~

;:.,
~

~
~

~
~

.g
~

 
O

J ~

~
§~

-~
.

, 
;>

r"- 
~

 
O

J
,,"",.- ~
.-.~




